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kind In Fletcher's verse has to encounter.  Bichostasis,
or Schism, is very manifestly the Church of Rome.

A mitre trebly crowned the impostor wore;
For Heaven, Earth, Hell, he claims with lofty pride;
Not in his lips but hands two keys he bore.
Heaven's doors and Hell's to shut and open wide;
But late his keys are marred or broken quite.

The Imagery of the poem is involved and unequal
like the poem itself. There are passages full of strength
and fire, and there are others which are best described
by the modern term "sugary." Elizabethan quaint-
nesses and conceits abound; the atmosphere is arti-
ficial and without life, and Its moments of reality are
rare. Echoes of Langland, and a very full imitation
of Spenser are found in the description of Covetous-
ness, whom the author has named Pleonectes.

Next Pleonectes went, his gold admiring,
His servant's drudge, slave to his basest slave:
Never enough, and still too much desiring:
His gold his god, yet in an iron grave
Himself protects his god from noisome rusting:
Much fears to keep, much more to lose his lusting,
Himself and golden god and everyone mistrusting.

Age on his hairs the winter snow had spread ;

That silver badge his near end plainly proves:

Yet as to earth he nearer bows his head,

So loves it more: for "Like his Like still loves":

Deep from the ground he digs his sweetest gain,

And deep into the earth digs back with pain:

From Hell his god he brings, and hoards in Hell again.

His clothes all patched with more than honest thrift,
And clouted shoes were nailed, for fear of wasting:
Fasting he praised, but sparing was his drift;
And when he eats his food is worse than fasting.